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WE, the Order of the Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, reverentially acknowl- 
edge the majesty and supremacy of 
the Divine Being, and recognize the 
goodness and providence of the same. 

WE recognize our relation to the gov- 
ernment of the United States of 
America, the supremacy of its Con- 
stitution, the Union of States there- 
under, and the Constitutional Laws 
thereof, and we shall be ever devoted 
to the sublime principles of a pure 
Americanism and valiant in the de- 
fense of its ideals and institutions. 

WE avow the distinction between the 
races of mankind as same has been 
decreed by the Creator, and wc shall 
ever be true in the faithful mainte- 
nance of White Supremacy and will 
strenuously oppose any compromise 
thereof in any and all things. 

WE appreciate the intrinsic value of 
a real practical fraternal relationship 
among men of kindred thought, pur- 
pose and ideals and the infinite bene- 
fits accruable therefrom, and we shall 
faithfully devote ourselves to the prac- 
tice of an honorable Clanishness that 
the life and living of each may be a 
constant blessing to others. 



"NON SILBA SED ANTHAR" 



LIST'OF KLAN OFFICERS WITH 
EXPLANATION OF TITLES. 



Exalted Cyclops. - - - -Undent) 

KlztlifT - - (Yin-President) 

Klokard.- (Lccturrr) 

Kludd— . (Chaplain) 

Kligrapp... - - --- (Secretary) 

Klabcc (Treasurer). 

Kladd- --■ (Conductor) 

Klarogo - (Inner Guard) 

Kiextcr- - (Outer Guard) 

Klokau (singular)...- .(Investigator) 

Klokann (plural)..-- (Hoard of Investigators) 

Night-IIawk -- - — (Chg. Candidates) 

Kaptain Charge of Guard) 

The first four named are station officers. The 
Night-Hawk and Kaptain are purely kloranic 
officers. 
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IMPERIAL DECREE 



SUBJECT: THE KLORAN. 

TO: ALL KNIGHTS OF THE GREAT FOREST 
GREETINGS:- 

By virtue of the trust committed to me by the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan under the Constitu- 
tion and laws of our Order. I do hereby decree 
and proclaim; 

This Kloran shall be the Kloran of the Knights 
of the Great Forest, until it is changed in a proper 
manner by legal authority; 

The rituals herein contained are the only official 
and acceptable rituals for the transaction of busi- 
ness in any Klan of the Great Forest, or for con- 
ducting the ceremonials of the Order; 

No alteration in them will be countenanced by 
any true Knight; 

This Kloran is a part of the mysteries of the 
Knights of the Great Forest and must be sacredly 
protected; all of its contents must be held secure; 
they must not be revealed to any alien; 

The book, or any part of it, must not be kept 
or carried where any alien may read it; 

This Kloran is one of the chief of those import- 
ant documents which Knights of the Great Forest 
have sworn to read and study, and all Knights of 
the Order are required to show their understanding 
of it before they become eligible for advancement. 

I especially enjoin upon Exalted Cyclops and their 
Terrors to study carefully the Kloranic instructions 
given herein, and commit to memory their parts 
so that all ceremonials of the Order may be fittingly 
dignified and solemn. 

This decree is binding upon all who have taken 
the oath of patriotic Knighthood, and any viola- 
tion of it makes them foresworn and outcast. 
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Done in the Aulio of His Majesty, the Emperor 
and Imperial Wizard of the Knigbti of the Ku 
Klux Klan, in the Imperial City of Atlanta, Com- 
monwealth of Georgia, United States of America, 
this 1 6th day of January, Anno Domini Nineteen 
Hundred and Twenty-eight, Anno Klan LXI. 

Signed by His Majesty — 

Hiram Wesley Evans, 

EMPKROH AND IMPERIAL WIZARD. 



.VAL 

nod! 



5 



GOD GIVE US MEN! 



4 'God give us men! Our cause demands 
strong 

Minds, great hearts, true faith and ready 
hands. 

Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have Honor; men who will Not Lie; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without 
winking ! 

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty and in private thinking ; 
For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn 
creeds, 

M?^^ Pfjrfessions and their Little deeds, 
Mingle in selfish strife, Lo! freedom weeps 

God give us men! 

* h i° Serve not for elfish booty. 
du?y men ' coura Se°«s, who flinch not at 

tewr^^flf ; hT en H° f Ste i U "« wo «»; 

r ru le ?hf S e ^ t 1 n be redres sed, and right will 

God give us men ! ' ' 



DIAGRAM OF KLAVERN 



Fiery Kress 
at opening \ 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

{Prior to the opening of a Business Konklave it shall be tkm 
duty of the Kladd to make certain that the altar is in Mac* 
in tht center of the hall and that it has been dressed as follows: 

The flat, with the union to the left, so draped that it covers 
two-thirds of the surface of the altar; 

The Bible laid in the center of the altar, open at the twelfth 
Chapter of Romans; 

The Constitution laid upon the Bible; 

The sword of honor laid in the open space by the flat, with 
the hilt to the left; that is, next to the union on the fla$. 

Care must be taken that no object, except the Bible and the 
Constitution, shall at any point be laid on top of the flat,. 

After the close of the session the Kladd will undress the 
Altar and secure the paraphernalia. 
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BUSINESS KONKLAVE 



KNIGHTS OF THE GREAT FOREST 

(The E. C. will ascen4 his station and call tbt Konklavt to 
order by one rap of bis gaPtl 

The E. C. * 'Terrors, take your stations and 
perform your duties." ... 

(Tbt Klorotefand Klexter will luard the Klavern and admtt 
mm except those who art kwaliptd from this timt on. All 
u bo art not kwalified Knights must leave the room. When 
tbt Terrors art in their stations, the Exalted Cyclops proceeds). 

The E. C. "Excellent Kladd, ascertain if 
all present are Knights of the Great Forest." 

The Kladd: "Excellent Night-Hawk, you 
will (issist me 1 

(Tbt Kladd and tbt Ni&hhHawk thereupon pass down 
opposite sidts of the room and take tbt kwalifying key from 
each one present, and exatnine the dues Kards. They will 
meet at the Western wall of the Klavern and the Night-Hawk 
will report to tbt Kladd. The Kladd turns and salutes the 
Exalted Cyclops). 

The Kladd: "Exalted Sir, all present are 
kwalified Knights of the Great Forest." 

(// any present have not tin kwalifying key, or do not have 
a paid-up Kard, the officer who ascertains this fact will im- 
mediately escort them to the inner door and they will not again 
he admitted to the Klavern unless they give evidence to the 
Klorogo that they art kwalified Knights in all respects except 
the kwalifying key. They will then he admitted and escorted 
by the Kladd to tht station of the Exalted Cyclops). 

The Kladd: "Exalted Sir, 1 bring before you 
men (or a man) who show all kwalifications 
of Knights of the Great Forest, except that 
they have (or he has) not the kwalifying key." 

(// tbt Exalted Cyclops is satisfied that these men are 
kwalified Kniihts, be will communicate to them the kwali- 
fying key and they will take their places among the other 
Knights. 

(If visitors are present, the Kladd will escort them before 
the station of the Exalted Cyclops and introduce them to 
him, each by name. The Exalted Cyclops, after the usual 
ffttting,. will fact the visitors to the West. He will give thret 
raps of tht gavtl and all Knights present will arise and in 
unison salute the visitors, who return the salute in unison. 
After this all are seated, the visitors finding places among the 
Knights). 
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(The Exalted Cyclops gives three ra P s with his gavel and all 
arise"). 

The E. C. "Sir Knights, all rise and with 

me salute our country's Flag." 

(All give a Military salute to the Flat, beside the altar). 
The E. C. 1 'Let us pray. ' ' 

The Kludd: "Almighty God, our Heavenly 
Father, in humble adoration we bow before 
Thee. We thank Thee for life, liberty and the 
right to worship Thee. We thank Thee that 
this land for which our fathers died Has been 
dedicated to freedom of body, mind and soul. 
Help us, Oh God, to live, labor and die, if 
need be, to preserve this inheritance for our 
posterity. Oh God! preserve us from strife 
and contentions. Save us from jealousies 
and fault-finding! May selfishness and the 
self-seeking have no place among us! May 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness be 
ever before our eyes! Bless our land and na- 
tion, and may our President and all who make 
laws and all who have rule or authority in our 
nation be divinely guided in all they do. 

"God Bless our Imperial Wizard and all 
who with him are guiding this srcat organiza- 
hand AU P t^ em ™ low of g Thine 

who tautL 8 Z e ask in the name of Him 
wno taught us when we pray to say:- 

"Our Father who art in Heaven 
Sfcfdbe Thy name 
Any Wl ll be done 

Stt^y^ d »ily bread 
As wp ? e -° ur tresspasses 

t jla^rjs th ° Se tr e! »p a8s 

And t h e "| '^ He K j"g d °m 

Amen < - ° Wer and the Glory forever. 
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(All sing "America."*) 



AMERICA 

My country, 'tis of thee. 
Sweet land of liberty. 
Of thee I sing: 

Land where my fathers died. 
Land of the pilgrims' pride. 
From ev'ry mountain side, 
Let freedom ring ! 

My native country, thee. 
Land of the noble, free. 
Thy name I love: 
I love thy rocks and "lis. 
Thy woods and templed hills. 
My heart with rapture thrills. 
Like that above. 

Let music swell the brjW 
And ring from all the trees, 
Sweet freedom s song: 
Let mortal tongues awake. 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Yet rocks their silence break. 
The sound prolong. 

Our father's God to Thge, 
Author of "^JSJbSgSS 

Protect us by Thy might. 

Great God our King I 



THE LOST VERSES- 

Our glonous la^tod^ 
Neath Educations s 
Soars upwardjtm, {&{r 

U s halW^f e r s nm frnay share. 
Whose bounties ^ 
Behold them every 
On vale and hill. 



Thy safeguard, Liberty, 
The School shall ever he 
Our Nation's pride. 
No tyrant hand shall smite 
While with encircling might 
All here are taught the Right 
With Truth allied. 

'Neath Heaven's gracious will 

The stars of progress still 

Our course do sway; 

In unity sublime 

To broader heights we climb, 

Triumphant over Time 

God speeds our way. 

Grand birthright of our sires 
Our altars and our fires 
Keep we still pure. 
Our starry Flag unfurled. 
The hope of all the world, 
In peace and light impearled, 
God holds secure. 

i 

(The Exalte J Cyclops lives one rap with his gavel and all 
are seated*). 

The E. C. "I now declare this Konklave of 
the Knights of the Great Forest duly opened 
for business." 



Order Of Business 

Reading and approval of minutes. 
Applications for citizenship. 

Does any Knight know of a Knight or a Knight's 

family who is in need of fraternal assistance? 
Report of standing or special committees. 
Bills and communications. 
Unfinished business. 
General business. 
Announcements. 

For the encouragement and edification of the Klan. 
Kligrapp's statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments and their balances. 
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(Tbo order of business having been completed^ tht Exalted 
Cyclops wilt arise and give thru raps with his gavel at which 
all will oris*). 

The E. C. "Let us pray. " 

The fClltdkii "Almighty God, we thank Thee 
that Thou didst say — 'rear thou not for I am 
with thee. Be not dismayed for 1 am thy 
God. I will comfort thee. I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the strong 
arm of my righteousness. My peace I give 
unto you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid. 

"Oh, Lord, dismiss us with Thy benediction. 
Bless our Cause and our Order. Hold vis 
firmly bound in the tie of Klannish fidelity 
each to the other, and grant that we may all 
return here to serve Thee, — Amen. 1 ' 

The E. C. 4 'Sir Knights, the kindly kontri- 
bution box is at the door. Every cent placed 
within it will be given to the worthy poor. 
Remember, it has been the custom of Knight- 
hood from time immemorial to relieve the 
needs of the worthy and you should not leave 
the room without adding your kontribution. 

"Sir Knights, one and all good night. Ex- 
cellent Klarogo, you will open the inner door 
that all may pass.** 

All Knights. "Good night, Exalted Sir." 

The E. C. "Good night, good night." 

(Tht Session is then ended and the Knights retire at their 
own convenience). 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 



(ftr Cartmu niai Sutton) 



Hr th wpming #/ /A* Kluuklstt* th Biklt, th Cmitt* 
tutim #/ fAt I/**/, th Amrum FUg md th Smmd 

$f Hmar art plmtd ufm th ttattm #/ fA* B. C. md th 
tiury Krutt to th right and Mind th ttattm. Th U. £ 
Hag 0* ttandawd it ftmd to the Uft md hhud th station 
All Kmitktt md Ktmtmm atpitmt thmld h tlthd tn 
full rtgalta during all ctrtmtnui 

(At th uptning th E, C tuktt hit station in th East, 
to hit rirht tht I wdltnt Klaliff, to kit Uft th KUkard, 
tht Bxstlltnt Ktmdd to hit Uft tn tht ant* #/ tht Seuthru 
wall; tht KUJJ nppusitt, in tht ant* «f tin Nmthrn uall, 
Tht Night- Hank n t» tht tight md tm fmtt hfmrt tht B. C; 
tht Kaptain to tin It ft md tm facts hfure tht E. C. Th 
md Klaht to th Uft rf th station #/ th E. C, 
hut hyond th KUi.ir J At tptning th hart Altar it fUctd 
in Northmnst com*. 

(// it it fntsikU to hart a frame J guard* it thai! tit at th 
tfening against th Wtttern wall, if it it tut pussikU to 
prrttdr o trained guard, tht hi ft. tin thai I escort tftctrs at 
peettdtd, exactly at if h urn attended by guar J t * th fmU 
guard. 

(Th guard shall ami tit #/ twtlvt men* he i tat tht Kaftatn 
Wb*t p*tttblt thy tkmld h tn uniform. Thy shall 
talutt in th mtilttary manner, by raiting th righ hand 
to th farthad, then snapping it tmartiy a tain it th tidt •/ 
th right leg, tm cast it it pussikU* th guard thuU h 
armed with swords. Th manual of Anus will h followtd 
tn salutes and tJcartt, md th Kaftatn mm tlahmratt the* 
fio* work hyond that h*t ttattd, after agreement with th B. C. 

(Nut*: — All effiart talutt with th K/m salute uhn 
addressed hy th E. C m if thy udjrttt htm Thy 
hid th talutt until it it awiuertJ They talutt m films** 
mor* immediately m rtcttft *f trdtrt. and turn to th right 
tn departm* to carry tut th *d*s. Th tUptatn, hwtt* % 
taluttt urttl hi tuord.) 
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CEREMONIAL KONKLAVE 



KNIGHTS OF THE GREAT FOREST 

(TAr £. C. will fake his station and give one rap with /ht 
garni.) 

The E. C. "Sir Knights, take your places. 
All present who have not become Knights 
of the Great Forest will retire to the outer 
den. Let the Klexter and Klarogo take their 

E laces and diligently guard our Sacred Klavern. 
et the Knight Hawk repair to the outer den 
and take charge of those Klansmen who as- 
pire to become Knights of the Great Forest. 
Excellent Kaptain, escort those who are 
waiting/* 

{When this has been done, the Klarogo will dost and bar 
the inner door. Tht Klexter escorts all who are not 
Knights of the Great Forest to the outer den and will close 
the door. The Kligrapp will be seated beside tht Klexter 
in the inner dm till the Konklave has been opened and the 
Klansmen aspirant have enter td. As each aspiran/ quali- 
fies, he will give him his Kard of K-TRIO. The Knight- 
Hawk escorts the Klansmen aspiran/s to the outer den and 
remains there with them. After /his is done, no one shall be 
permitted to pass into the Klavern until the Konklave has 
been opened). 

The E. C. (After one rap wi/h the gavel) : 
1 'Excellent Kladd, ascertain that all present 
are kwalified Knights of the Great Forest. 1 1 

The Kladd. (After his salu/e to the E. C): 
* 'Excellent Kaptain, I have been instructed 
to ascertain if all present are Kwalified Knights 
of the Great Forest, You will assist me." 

(The Kladd and the Kaptain will then proceed from East 
to West, each upon his own side of the Klavern, and ascertain 
whether all present are Kwalified Knights of the Great Forest. 
If any present have to prove themselves Kwalified Knights of 
/he Great Forest, the Kladd or tht Kaptain will ask them to 
retire to the inner den and Kwalify themselves. 

(When the Kladd and Kaptain meet in the center of the 
Western wall, the Kaptain will salute). 

The Kaptain: "Excellent Kladd, I find that 
all in my sector of the Klavern are Kwalified 
Knights of the Great Forest. 1 ' 

(The Kladd will then face the E. C. and salute). 

The Kladd. "Exalted Sir, I respectfully re- 
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port that nil present ore worthy to sit in our 
Sacred EQavern." 

(The Kladd and Kaptain then return f their stations 
If tbtre be visiting Knights, th Kladd will escort tbtm te 
the station of th E. C. and there face thm toward tin East, 
introducing each by nam* to th £. C. Tift B, C. will tbtn 
rap thru times with his garni. Th Knights will adl rise. Th 
E. C. will introduce tacb visiting Knight by nam*, facing him 
toward th West, then all will saint t the visitors who, kt 
unison, will return th salute. Tbt E. C. will give one rap 
u tth his gave I, where upon tbt visiting Knights will find 
placts and all will be seated. The kladd well go to tbt 
station of the E. C> emd saint*'). 

The Kladd. "Exalted Sir, there await with- 
out certain faithful Klansmen who seek 
further light and more militant guidance. 
They desire to become Kwalified Knights of 
the Great Forest. They hove been told that 
greater duties and more complete consecra- 
tion will be required of them, yet they seek 
opportunity for greater service. In so far as 
the purposes of the Order have been revealed 
to them, they have pledged fidelity to our great 
cause and desire to become Kwalified Knights 
of the Great Forest. May they be permitted 
to enter?" 

The E. C. "Admit them. Excellent Kap- 
tain, with your guard you will escort the Ex- 
cellent Kladd and the Klansmcn aspirant 
throughout the ceremonies." 

(The Kladd, tbt Kaptain and th guard saint* and depart 
tt bring in th as per ants. 

The E. C. "Let the Klavern be made ready 
for their coming." 

(All lights are tbtn extinguish J except the Fiery Kress. 
All present remain in their placts, maintaining silence— there 
will be no smoking or disturbance during th ceremonial. In 
th meanwhile the Kladd and Night Han k have broueht th* 
aspirants, robed, to th inner dm, and knack. The Klorago 
talntts the £. C. and reports-) 

The Klarogo. "Exalted Sir, the Kladd and 
Night Hawk of the Klan. with the Klansmen 
who aspire to become Knights of the Great 
Forest, are at the inner door." 

The E. C. "Permit them to enter." 

(Jbt KLaraga saJntts and aft* taking the Kwalifying Key 
from the Kladd far tbt party, permm them ta enter. The 
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party is formed in rank before the door, the Kladd upon the 
left of the party and the Night Hawk upon the right). 

The fOoTOfo: "Exalted Sir, the Excellent 
Kladd and his party have entered. 1 1 

The E. C. (He arises, gives three raps with his gavel 
and all who are seated arise.) "Let US prey." 

The Kludd. "Almighty God, our Heavenly 
Father, at the beginning of the ceremonies of 
this Order we crave Thy benediction. This 
service now begun is for the cause of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, for our country and for 
our flag, therefore we cannot enter upon it 
unless Thy presence and inspiration shall 
accompany us. Divinely guide us. Inspire 
the minds of these Klansmen aspirant for the 
reception of the truth. Grant unto them 
courage and confidence. May they have no 
fears. Be Thou their pillar of cloud in the 
light and their pillar of fire in the darkness. 
Help us all to be Thy sons, worthily engaged 
in this task. This we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Saviour, and our criter- 
ion of Character. Amen." 

(After the invocation, the E. C. gives orn rap with his 
gavel, and all except the aspirants and their escorts will 
be seated. The Kladd advances to the E. C). 

The Kladd. "Exalted Sir, in fulfillment of 
my duty of seeking among the members of 
the Ku Klux Klan those kwalified for the 
higher duties and responsibilities of Knights 
of the Great Forest, I find these men who 
have proven themselves in the Probationary 
Order of Klankraft. They are familiar with 
our aims and purposes, and prompted by un- 
selfish patriotism, avowing a sincere Prot- 
estantism, they seek such further knowledge 
as will fit them for a nobler life. I have, 
therefore, brought them here with the hope 
that they may be found worthy to become 
Knights of the Great Forest. 

The E. C. "Excellent Kladd, you have 
faithfully performed the duties imposed upon 
you. Your report is important in that it 
promises added strength to our consecrated 
cause. It is inspiring that the great principles 
and sacrifice are appreciated and effective in 
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the Probationary Order of Klankraft. Ex- 
I < n. nt Kaptain, you will escort the Kladd 
and his party to the foot of the Kixm" 

(The Kaptssm ssJmtes, msretts with tht ptsrd to tbt plact 
wbtrt the Ktsmsmsm ssfmant art standing, ststisms tmt tmard 
St each md sf tht line and tht ttmaindtr kefir* seed mind 
tbt ttnttr of tht lint tr limtt. lit utii them tabs bis ttattan 
st tbt ht,$J of tbt lint md march tbt aspvamti sxrsss tbt fists 
tf tbt Klavtrm, halting thtm be fort tbt Eatttrm nail, about 
ttn fttt from it and with tht cents tf tbt lint btftrt tht Fitrt 
Krtst Tbt Kaptain mil talstt tbt Kress, tssm and sslstt 
tbt B. C. smJ sMsjtcb tbt frtmt detachment tf bis guard t tt tht 
nm #/ tbt ssfsrsntt. Tbt Kaptain mill tbtn march tbt 
guard t§ tbt it st ism tf tbt B. C . and mtsnt tut mem ft tbt 
rear of and btHmd tbt E. C) 

Toe Kaptain. "Exulted Sir, I bring your 
guard of honor. Guardsmen, be faithful and 
true, remain always behind the station of our 
Exulted* Cyclops, and forsake not your posts 
till you are dismissed. ** 

{Tbt Kaptain tbt* marches bis resmainsng guards tt tbt 
station of s)h KluJd, and mounts tut mtn to tht nor tf and 
behind tht Klndd 

The Kaptaui: "Excellent Sir, I bring your 
guard of honor. Guardsman, be faithful and 
true, remain always behind the station of 
the Excellent Kludd. and forsake not your 
posts till you have been dismissed." 

(The Kattain tbtn marches bis rtmatmng retards tt tbt 
ttstiem of ttn Kladd, seed mounts two men ts tbt rear of and 
htbtnd tbt KIsdtT). 

The Kaptain. "Excellent Sir, I bring your 
guard of honor. Guardsman be faithful' and 
true, remain always behind the station of 
our Excellent Kladd, and forsake not your 
posts till you have been dismissed.** 

{The Ksptain them marches his rmsimimt t maris back ts 
their petitions at extort tt tbt Klsmsmtn aspirants. NOTE — 
if no guards are uted, this enttre ctrnwny tt dispensed with}. 

The E. C. "Faithful Klansmen aspiring to 
be Knights of the Great Forest, I welcome 
you, but I also warn you that this Order can- 
not promise you, and holds no hope to you, of 
wealth, pomp, luxury, or what men call suc- 
cess. Indeed, to be worthy Knights of the 
Great Forest, these things must become 
secondary to you and not merely so with 



word*, but in actual fact, for any one of these 
muy at any moment prevent the fulfillment 
of the purposes of this Order, to which, if vou 
are admitted, you will consecrate yourselves 
by most solemn oaths. 

It is to something far different that I wel- 
come you. I welcome you to the Companion- 
ship of those great souls who count the things 
of the flesh as naught if they can further the 
purposes of the Most High. Jesus Christ did 
not call men to riches and luxury — He called 
them to sacrificial service, to a companionship 
of achievement at all cost. His follow- 
ers have borne the torch of truth and 
light from generation to generation and 
dying, each has passed it on. Our pathway 
is not marked by marble monuments, but by 
crosses and by the charred piles w hich remain 
where the Inquisition did its hideous work. 
If you prove yourself Kwalificd to be Knights 
of the Great Forest, we shall welcome you; 
if not, we shall bid you God-speed as you 
retire. 

We are here consecrated to the fulfillment 
of that Americanism bequesthed us by our 
mighty sires. We belong to the cause of 
Protestantism. From the members of the 
Probationary Order of Klankraft, we have not 
asked overmuch. We have asked only that 
they approve our purposes and work for their 
fulfillment. It is different with the Knights 
of the Great Forest. They may be called at 
any time for sacrificial service. Are you ready 
and fit to be called for such service? 

Klansmen aspirant, you have met our tests 
in the Probationary Order of Klankraft. We 
believe you prepared to become Knights of 
the Great Forest, but beware 1 you may de- 
ceive yourselves— you may deceive us, but you 
cannot possibly deceive the Almighty in 
whose name you register the vows you 
take tonight. I warn you to ponder well 
every word you hear, to consider prayerfully 
every pledge you make. I now enjoin upon 
you to retire if you do not each one believe 
yourself to be ready for service to God, country, 
and fellow-man. 
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|ltt nil ages, nations and groups within 
nations have died and been forgotten, except 
by the student and the historian, because they 
have lost the instinct of national or group 
self-preservation. Do you believe unequivo- 
cally, and will you support always the princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty as established 
by native. Caucasian, Protestant Americans? 

Do you believe that such support by Your- 
selves and other men of like principles is 
vitally necessary to the continuing welfare of 
this nation, the protection of human liberties, 
and the progress of civilization? 

Do you believe that the Kian is absolutely 
essential to the fulfillment of Americanism 
ami FY. >n slant ism? 

Will vou keen secret the names of the mem- 
bfTi of the Kian despite cajolery, threat, or 
force? 

Will vou put aside every wordly ambition 
for wealth, power, or politic al preferment that 
will hinder the fulfillment of your duty in 
t lie Kian to Americanism and Protestantism? 

Have you made a will disposing your 
estate among your heirs and dependants in 
accordance with the law, your desires and 
their deserts? 

{If tin aspirant answers "ft/' m farther mutim is asktd 
§ W* If be answers "N# M the E. C. will ask): 

The E. C. * 4 Will you make such a will at 
the earliest consistent date? 

Arc you prepared to take your vows tonight, 
understanding fully that lack of sincerity on 
your part in the keeping of any part of them 
will be unmasked to the brother Knights of 
this Order and that disgrace, shame, and 
ohliquy will fall upon you in case you should 

^^A"rc t n i ^°rUl7 UPPOrt * ^""^ 

(Eat h asperamt mast answer each of these qmestiams im the 
qpmtattem for hsmself, or withJrau. 

(A Ur V *** Great Ferest who has been placed m the 
mm of the KUnsmen aspirant for the purpose will here state 

f £" rt ff " * " M f *« he belieets et 

Hs Jar? to snform the Klansmen that his smother was christened 
s member of the Raman Catholic Cbnrcb.) 



i 
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The E. C. "The Roman Catholic Church 
for ogcs has sought to establish a spiritual 
despotism controlling temporal affairs of all 
living men. Against organized force of the 
Hierarchy, the true believers in human and 
spiritual freedom have ever fought. For long 
years, the fight between these forces was con- 
ducted in accordance with the ethics laid 
down in those great principles of human 
conduct which find their true inspiration in 
the Holy Bible. After the Reformation, the 
necessities of the Church called into being the 
hideous order of the Jesuits, which eschewed 
honor, principle, and truth and proclaimed 
the doctrine that its ends justified the use of 
any means. They thus loosed upon the 
world an age of hypocrisy, physical torture, 
and cruel murder. 

Knights of the Great Forest, what have you 
to say about the further advancement of this 
aspirant who admits alliance, through his 
mother, with the Roman Hierarchy? 1 1 

The Kludd. "It would be inconceivably 
stupid and render futile the work of the 
Order if we allow our enemies to plant in our 
midst an agent of the Black Pope; black, in 
that he has no attribute of human honor and 
no vestige of divine principle. Why should 
we admit any man whose relationship causes 
the slightest taint of suspicion that he might 
possibly betray us to our enemies." 

(Other Klansmen may discuss here as they see jit any side 
of the question). 

The Knight in the Ranks: 14 Your Excellency, 
my mother was bom of a Catholic father 
and mother. As a child she was bap- 
tized and confirmed in that church, and at- 
tended its services. She grew up to young 
womanhood a Roman Catholic. Her father 
and mother sent her to the public schools 
where she met my father, a devout Protestant. 
They were married by a Protestant minister. 
My mother attended services in a Protestant 
Church, was converted, and throughout the 
rest of her life, was a consecrated Protestant. 
She reared me and my five brothers and 
sisters in a Protestant Church. It was through 
no fault of hers that she was at one time a 
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Catholic. She lived, served, and died a Prot- 
estant. Every impulse of my heart, every 
f* lc Si* ht of my mind * ever y reaction of my soul, 
is Protestant. I myself serve Protestantism 
because of those great principles she inculcated 
in me. I felt you were entitled to know the 
facts in this case before I proceeded further, 
I therefore leave the decision concerning 
my advancement entirely with you fellow 
Klansmcn. M 

Tb© E. C. * 'This Klansman, by every law 
of God, Klan, and man, is entitled to serve 
in the front ranks of Protestantism, laboring 
ever and always for our God, our flag, our 
Country, and our Order. 

kfou will now be seated till the Sacred 
Altar of the Klan has been prepared. 1 1 

as f irann **' induct ti ta stats reserved far them. 
The Kaptain will march the guard t* its start** ley the 

V'? n n Ua L* ****** ** 1*""* thi Tti KUJJ > th * 

4m t " V*^ ^ap ,a *" rtturH 10 t^ti* stations). 
J he E* C. "Almighty God is ineffable, in- 
finite and altogether beyond human compre- 
hension; in all ages men have set up altars to 
symbolize His divine Majesty, and at them 
MVe worshipped Him. In conformity with 
this custom, we Knights of the Great Forest 
Mil set up our altar and thereat worship God 
E ? 1P1 ancw our devotion to the principles 
J i " n * raft - Lct thc Klavem be made 

The Kaptain. "Exalted Sir, where shall the 
Sacred Altar be placed ? 

The B C. "Excellent Kaptain, let the 
t~ r rcmoin where it now stands 
until these aspirants have learned a further 
Ie *^*? in the mysteries of Klankraft. 

Light should be sought and found. When 
found, it should be followed. Wise men of all 
ages have sought light in the East. It is toward 
the East that the devout from time im- 
memorial have turned to worship. It is 
m the philosophic East that those great fellow- 
•Wps, ^ n jted in contemplative fraternity, 

f v SS thc \ ight ' ' he ***** seeking, 
found its light in the East 

nJt*?* nCt ° n,y Philosophic but militant, it 
ww becomes our duty to use in human af- 
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fairs the light we have found. Let us not be 
content to keep truth for ourselves alone, 
but with it let us insure the progress of the 
world. Therefore we follow the light which 
always rises in the East, and moves toward 
the West. Westward, with the course of 
empire, things of the Spirit take their way. 

i u <* e e o Wise Men from thc East followed 
™ Holy Star westward to the feet of the 
babe Jesus. Our own forefathers pursued 
westward thc Mar ,,t hope till they found 
freedom. Therefore we follow the light from 
the East westward for its fulfillment of Destiny. 
Knights of the Great Forest, soldiers of des- 
tiny ; our faces must now be turned to the West. 

*u Ex w Uent Klaliff < in symbolic recognition of 
the Westward movement of philosophic light, 
which we of the Klan must follow, bear the 
Hery Kross to thc Western wall of the Klavern. 
txcellent Kaptain, you will escort the Klaliff." 

(The Kaptain escorts the Klaliff who takes the Fiery 
Kross and marches slowly down the middle of the Kwadrate 
with the Kaptain at his right hand. When the Klaliff 
reaches the Western wall he sets down the Fiery Kross about 
stx feet south of center and faces to the East.') 

{The E C. gives three raps with his gavel and all rise and 
come to the salute. This ceremony is repeated as each of the 
other officers begvts his attendance at the sacred Altar). 

Klaliff. "Exalted Sir, in symbolic rec- 
ognition that we of the Klan follow the lieht 
Westward step by step with empire, spiritual 
development, and civilization, I place the 
riery Kross, symbol of our militancy and 
consecration, against the Western wall." 

(Sote.-—In this, and in all other ceremonies at this place 
the speaker stands to the right of the Fiery Kross, facing the 
Klavern, whtle the Kaptain stands to the left of same No 
parson may stand between the Fiery Kross and the station 
of the E. C. 

(The Klaliff then returns to his station, escorted by the 
all sh) ta,n ' m E ' C ' liV " m r " P With h " gaVtl and 

The E. C. "Excellent Klokard, in a like 
symboho representation of the march of 
American sovereignty from East to West vou 
will now carry the flag on the standard to the 

e^ort^im." EXCClfent Kaptain ' you wi " 
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(X** KUkard, mmtd h *** Kaptatn, *dw tk Hag on 

the ttanda*d and man fas slowly tt the Wettom waif, where 
fa float it shunt 'ixfa* " '** nar,h of I** middle wall, 
and (sets the Bstt. the S, C. gives three rap with hit 
l*\ tl and all tin and come tt u military salute j. 

The Klukiini. "Exalted Sir, as with phil- 
osophic truth, so with American sovereignty, 
its course has hecn always from the East 
westward. The tiny sea-board strip along the 
Eastern coast which was at first our whole 
nation, has spread three thousand miles 
across the continent to the Western Ocean. 
In symbolic representation of the American* 
ism of the Klan, and of the fact that we, 
with our hearts, always follow this mighty 
Westward march of American sovereignty, I 
place this flag, emblem of that sovereignty. 
In the West. * r 

moth KUkard then ret urn t tt his stat tan, etcerted h the 
Kaptain, IPS* returns to his turn statists. The E. C. gives 
emt rap of his gavel and ail art seated'). 

The E. C. "Excellent Kaptain, let our 
Sacred Altar, like the Fiery Kross, stand in 
the West so that from it we may get inspira- 
tion, strength, and guidance." 

(The Kaptatn salutes^ goes tt the Western wail and takes 
two guardsmen, who carry the Sacred Altar to the center of the 
Wtttetn wall, placing it tt the left of and about three jut 
from the wall, between the Flag em the ttandard and the Fiery 
Krost The gmards return tt their places j. 
hBsb Kaptain. "Guardsman, attention. 



Guardsmen, your station henceforth is beside 
our sacred altar. Protect it well; allow none 
who are not authorized to approach it. Be 
faithful and true, remain always beside our 
sacred altar, and forsake not your posts until 
you have been dismissed." 
(He turns and salutes the E. C.) 
"Excellent Sir, our Sacred Altar has been 
placed as you directed." 

QLifhts are then turned on, placed high in the comers of the 
room farthtst from the Altar, or above the Altar, tt that it is 
Ulnmtnated hy a circle of light which extendi about six feet 
m each Sf J* #/, snd heUw and above it. This can he dam, 
im Klamrns whith have no electrical apparatus, with a couple 




Present swords. Carry swords. 




the 
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Altar, tut the rest of the Klavern should be in absolute darkness. 

The E. C. '"The Altar brings light to the 
Klan, even as devotion to the principles which 
It symbolizes brings light to the souls of men. 
Without devotion there can be no light among 
men, and even so until the altar is in its 
rightful place* there can be no light in the 
Klavern." 

{The E. C. advances to the Sacred Alt or \ escorted by the 
Kattain). 

The E. C. * * I place upon our Sacred Altar this 
flag, expressive of patriotism. Born with the 
nation, it symbolizes to every American his 
birthright of liberty. Conceived in idealism, 
made with loving tenderness, it has been con- 
secrated with the blood of those noble sons of 
America whose bones lie upon a hundred 
battlefields, and whose spirits, still clothed 
in celestial armor, ever march with those 
who truly serve the flag. Through their 
heroism it has become man's greatest in- 
signia. The sons of America, wherever they 
roam, find security from attack or insult in 
its all-embracing folds. It represents the 
united purpose, loyalty, devotion, patriotism 
and power of all true Americans everywhere. 
Let us in its red ever see a symbol of the 
blood of those who have died for it, in its 
white let us find determination to preserve 
the purity of the purposes of this nation, in 
its stars let us see the greatness of our nation's 
destiny, and in its blue let us ever find an 
embodiment of that heaven whence comes our 
guidance and our every good. This flag upon 
the Sacred Altar of our Klan symbolizes the 
pure patriotism which must henceforth con- 
trol our every deed." 

(The E, C. then lays the flag across the altar , with the union 
on the left y but in such a way as to leave the third of the Altar 
nearest the wall uncovered, for nothing may be placed upon 
the flag except the Bible and the Constitution. 

(£. C. returns to his station, escorted by the Kaptaiti). 

The E. C. "Excellent Kludd, we commit to 
you the Great Word with its ineffable wisdom 
and its Holy mysteries. It is your duty to 
bring to us its precepts, to interpret to us its 
teachings and to show us the way of eternal 
life that it lays down." 
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/ I c 2 ' acor,(d h th < Kaptatn, proceeds to the station 
of the E. C, receives from him the Bible with his ritht hand 
proceeds to the altar, places the Bible upon the center of the 

A/ '" a "tM\ ***** JO*. ""J U*ces the East). 

Urn Kludd. -Exalted Sir, my heart is pre- 
pared by consecration. I hold in my hand 
God 9 Mighty Word. It is my duty to main- 
tain it and expound it to the Knights of the 
Great Forest. It states in human language 
the revelations of the Most High God, under 
whose commands we feebly attempt to shape 
our lives. From it come our purposes, our 
principles, our aspirations and our hopes. 
Upon it arc founded our patriotism, love of 
our Hag, and our militant consecration. It 
is the supreme law of our Order, symbol of 
the Divine Power, the Divine Wisdom, the 
Divine strength on which we all rely. I now 
place it upon our Sacred Altar, that upon it 
wc may worship the Supreme Author of everv 
good and perfect gift. 

(The Kaptain escorts the Kludd to his station, then re- 
turns at hts own station). 

The E. C. ^Excellent Klokard, to you this 
Klan commits the Constitution of the United 

m™?«i f y °, Ur u hand we P lace that Funda- 

our lihlh aW c ° f i^ e nati °? upon which r est 
pur liberties. It is your duty to remind us of 

«i r? SI ° nS ' an< ? to see that aU among us 
are kept constant in our observance of them. i 1 

,/ V° e ? l0k " d sorted by the Kaptain roes to the station of 
the t C. takes the Constitution of the United States in his 
rtjbt band, and proceeds to the Altar where he places the Con- 

%l m ±A P \ n U K° n the Hol y BibU > ** **** to the E. C ) 
in Exalted Sir, My heart is fervent 

111a devotI g n to rny country, I have in my 
custody our Fundamental Law. It safeguards 
and protects the liberties of Americans al 
earth arc S uarded for no ot «er men on this 
earth. It is the greatest work of statesmen- 
bom of inspiration from Almighty God its 
enactments are founded upon His Holy Word 

Jwes 'X' • thC fla *S i nd Bible ' the Klansman 
Fv, fn egia T nC ^ ^ honor - Therefore, Your 
Excellency, I place this copy of the Constitu- 
u0 ? "Pon its true foundation.- ^ ons ™" 

t» hi, Kaptain " corfs th < Wm* to his station, then returns 
to bts own st at ton). ^ J 
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The E. C. "Excellent Klaliff, to you is 
committed the duty of leading the militant 
endeavors of the Knights of the Great Forest 
for the fulfillment of the great principles of 
this Order. In your hands we place the Sword 
of Honor, that you may be always in the 
vanguard of the battle in which we arc en- 
gaged, striving to make manifest in our lives, 
and supreme throughout our land, the sacred 
principles laid down for us in the Bible and the 
Constitution. It is your duty to infuse into 
us a militant spirit, and to teach us to apply 
in our daily lives those high ideals to which 
we owe allegiance. 1 1 

(The Klaliff a carted by the Kaptain, goes to the E. C, 
receipts with bis right hand the Sword of Honor , bears it to 
the Altar, places it behind the flag wtth hilt next to stars 
and faces the East). 

The Klaliff. 4 'Exalted Sir, I bear in my hand 
the Sword of Honor; my heart is attuned to the 
strength and temper of true steel. I know 
that the highest principles are worthless un- 
less they find effect in deeds. Upon this sword, 
token of militant endeavor, I pledge that I 
shall ever hold both soul and body ready for 
high service. 

With the sword for countless ages men 
have fought for right and truth. With it the 
powers of light have won their way. We of 
the Klan hope, with all men, that the time may 
come when right shall win of itself, but that 
time is not yet. The high purposes of this 
noble Order; the flag to which we give such 
full devotion; the Constitution which is the 
charter of our liberties— the Bible which has 
inspired all these, are indeed glorious, but all 
at times have proven impotent without force 
to back them. This sword memorializes the 
myriads who have died, sword in hand, for 
truth. It is consecrated by the blood of the 
uncounted millions who have fought to win 
the liberties we now enjoy. It symbolizes the 
service we must give if called to go forth 
sword in hand to maintain our liberties for 
ourselves and our children. As a token of 
our militant, self-sacrificing consecration to 
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the high principles of our Order, I place this 
•word upon our Sacred Altar.** 

CTht Kapttiin escorts tht KUliff to his station). 

(Tht B. C that procttds It tht Altar, tscorttdby tin Kaftain, 
ami halts, firing it and about six fat sway.) 

The E. C. "I, as Exalted Cyclops of this 
KInn, pledge it again to honor the Hag, sup- 
port the Constitution with the sw ord of right- 
eousness, governed by the sacred lows laid down 
in the Holy Book. We here unite in a single 
body many men who act as one for our pur- 
poses. We have our own symbol ; the sign of the 
Order. It is the Fiery Kross. No man knows 
today when it was first used, but for all the 
centuries that men have known, it has been 
a blazing call to service. Men answered the 
call of that cross, went forth to give all that 
was in them. It might mean disablement, 
death — or a triumphant return. But they 
answered through all ages, even as we today 
answer the call of the Fiery Kross of the 
Ku Klux Klant" 

(Tht Kaptain tscats tht S. C. to his station, thtn rtturns 
to his own station). 

The E. C. "The Holy Altar of the Klan is 
now prepared. Excellent Klaliff, you will 
give to the Klansmcn aspirant the preliminary 
obligation of secrecy.** 

(TAr Klaliff, uartti by tht Kattain, gots to th Wtst, 
takss hit tlact bthind tht Sacred Altar and facts tht East). 

The klaliff. ^Excellent Kladd, you will es- 
cort the Klansmcn aspirant to the Holy Altar 
ami there place them in position to receive 
the preliminary obligation of secrecy." 

The Kladd. "Excellent Night Hawk, you 
will assist me.** 

(The KlaJd ami tht Night Hawk thtn condmct tht aspirants 
to tht Wtst, place than in lint er lints stanJing, facing tie 

The Kladd. "You will place your left hand 
over your heart and raise your right hand to 
Heaven.** 

The Klaliff. "You will each aay * I— pro- 
nounce your full name, and repeat after me— 
to the presence of Almighty God and of these 
Knight* of the Great Forest, do most solmenly 
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and unconditionally pledge, vow, and swear, 
without any reservation whatsoever, that 1 
will keep sacredly secret all that has occurred 
or may hereafter occur in this Klavcrn and 
that I will divulge to no person in the whole 
world, either through fear, bribery, cajolery 
or other inducement, any of the ceremonies, 
mysteries, or rituals of this Order which have 
become or may become known to me, nor the 
name of any person or persons who may take 
part therein, except it be to a known Knight 
of the Great Forest and then only when I am 
authorized to communicate such secrets to 
him, or within a Klavern of the Knights of 
the Great Forest, or to a legally constituted 
officer of the law engaged in the necessary 
and proper performance of his legal duties. 
So help me God and keep me steadfast in the 
full performance of this my solemn oath of 
secrecy to my Klan and my fellow Knights. 
Amen.' 1 

(The Kaptain escorts the KJalijf to his station and returns 
te his own station. The Kladd instructs the aspirants to turn 
and face the East). 

The E. C. ll In the Probationary Order of 
Klankraft we protected our members from the 
alien world with the mask. The Klan was 
new, its members were untried; none could 
be sure that it could protect the mighty host 
it had enlisted. It was necessary for it to be 
masked until it had proven itself. But that 
time is past. The Klan has proven itself in 
battle, in success, and in sacrifice. It is 
ready to stand openly before all men pro- 
claiming its mighty purposes and protecting 
its membership from the whole world. 

While the Klan was new and untried the 
mask, with its alluring mystery, drew inquir- 
ing millions to our standard. Those who were 
truly Klansmen are with us now. The mask, 
now having lost its mystery, is not needed 
for the fulfillment of our mighty purposes. 
But it remains absolutely essential that we 
have secrecy within our ranks in order that 
our beneficient aims shall have complete 
fruition. The purposes for which we strive 
can never die; and for their sake secrecy will 
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always remain one of the cardinal principles 
of the Klan. The alien world must never 
know our strength; no human being must 
ever know exactly who are and who are not 
members. In our early years the mask was 
needful to preserve our secrecy. We now 
remove the mask because the hour has come 
when we can by so doing the better preserve 
that secrecy. The Excellent Kligrapp will 
read the proclamation and edict of the Im- 
perial Wizard:" 

(The Kligrapp then reads proclamation and edict). 

The E. G. "By Virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Imperial Wizard and this 
Klan, I declare this edict operative from this 
moment throughout this Klanton." 

, L Th f E ' f'' " c f fed h y the K *P**in, proceeds to the Altar 
takes bis place behind it, and faces the East). 

thI h £w,F' "Excellent Kladd, you will place 

jTbe Kladd instructs the Klansmen aspirant to face the 

^^ari^nd SI ^ y ° Ur left *™* 
Heaven.- and raise y°™ right hand to 



you/ name in (each Pfonounce 

m the presence o7 A W Jfr L afte f 
Klansmen, do most 8 ™SSv G ° d ^ an 1 these 
promise and vow that T « S? a , nd solemnly 
and remove the visor ■<£JLS?? ab J ure > reject 
°f my regalia. I do furX fr ° m the Helmet 
swear that I will furthe rmore promise 

and thf s tr *e puritv ^ Lr "s Urder 

of ourCh^' e ^ ua »t^of y all tr^ pur P°^s 
will faithfuff ' °V r c ountr y : and 1 .Rants' 
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formance of this my solemn obligation. 
Amen. ' 1 

(The E. C. will then take a helmet from a Klansman aspirant 
and cut off the visor). 

The E. C. "Each Klansman aspirant will 
now likewise remove the visor from his helmet 
and place it upon the floor beside the altar. 

(The Klansmen aspirants will each in turn go to the Altar 

*The E/C. "Excellent Kladd, conduct these 
Klansmen aspirant to seats. 1 1 

(The Kaptain then escorts the E. C to hts station aua re 
tusns to his own station. , 

reads well] and hidden so that hts itgw w 

he reads). "TV«» liberty, freedom 

Kovered Kompanion. The }^™ y £ e bee n 

and security w^«^JJ^ wh o 
bought with the sacrificial Wooa of ^ 

srfo^ tHe blessing8 

we now enjoy. 

Nathan Hale— illuminating a picture ef 

A&, memorial statue oj 

corner of the room) « , t we mignt nave 

died i sacriffcial death that^w ^ kin% «nd 
independence from the tyrd . regret that I 

uL aied he said: } ^ mv country, 
as he cliea, to my u 

have but one m d ^ but ms f 

His bones are long today and m 

shoulder m .^f 1 ®? Nathan Hale? 

"Klansmen, arise » Jllus trious "«=o 
to the memory «t£*X» w ft£S* Jw 

times, and one <ta,K i ^ rfig t > 
/few- ■* * 



Koveml Kompanion M Nnfhn« n«i 

ate th Millions Ukc ^Xftess 

th, /n !#* countr y and Hag they loved At 
the call of country, they endured the miserv 
2 th u 1^2*%^ the hardships of camp" ^7 

j j. j r Ame "ca they sacrificed their Til 
and d ed when duty called. We here m 

SSdSff ^ Patri ° tiC her ° es - The Unknown- 

(A singh light is turned on a picture of the Her of the Un- 

greatest shrme. He served with no conscious 

uvr g His° bineT he d / ed that A --S n r; c ;ght 

nve. mis bones are fast turnine into di?«t 
yet his soul-and the souls of all natriodc 
heroes like him-march with the Klan todai 
K lansmen aspirant, sons of America are vou 
willing to march with the host of miXtv 
dead In patriotic service? «"gnty 

men ar£ nifl^Z ° f h " *™0' ' ' Kl ^ 
hl m^o™ Wlth „ me Pay due homage to 
CAlT emor , y of our dlustrious dead." 

Solid r> TA,J n j * K/a " Sa l Ute t0 the bier °f the Unknown 
ioidter. The guard gtves a military salute. If possible the 
quartette mil sing Flanders Fields If no JL^tLuSL 
Me tbejoem .ill he read by the JeZ CZ on The 
B. C. gtves one rap With hts gavel, and all resume their seats). 

IN FLANDERS FIELDS 

In Banders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
8?1 °M, r , place; and in the sky 

scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived felt dawn, saw sunset glow 

Take up our quarrel with the foe • 

Tne y ?o U rc f h°^ h -d S we 'throw 

ine torch ; be yours to hold it hitrh 
If ye break faith with us who die ' 

In VulSdSfielS ' th ° Ugh P ° PpieS gr ° W 

—John McCrae. 
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(When this has been sung or rtad t the light will again be 
turned on the Sacred Altar). 

The Klokard. "Exalted Sir, a man is known 
only when his life is ended. There may not 
come to any here the chance to prove his 
right to march with the spirits of our mighty 
dead. But all are of the race and blood of 
our heroes; they are the true heritors of their 
spirit and their deeds. In them beats the 
same courage and devotion that, in their 
sires, has flamed forth to save the world in 
hours of need. So far these Klansmen aspi- 
rant have met our tests. I therefore ask that 
you give them the Oath of Patriotic Knight- 
hood." 

The E. C. "Excellent Kladd, you will pre- 
pare these Klansmen aspirant to receive that 
Oath." 

(The Kladd marches the Klansmen aspirant completely 
around the room, bringing them to a halt in a line facing the 
Sacred Altar. The E. C.J escorted by the Kaptain then 
proceeds to the altar and takes his place behind it y facing the 
Klansmen aspirant). 

The E. C. "Klansmen aspirant, in all ages 
men have banded themselves into human 
confraternities to learn the essentials of 
brotherhood. Millions of men are today so 
bound in the great societies that teach phil- 
osophic truth. The Klan, hearing the cry of 
agonized humanity, seeing the people de- 
spoiled and about to have their liberties taken 
from them, has organized itself into a militant 
Knighthood, blazing a path hitherto untrod. 
It goes forth to battle armed with the phil- 
osophic truth it has learned. You are now 
expected to serve as component parts of a 
great machine dedicated to your country and 
your Christ, adding your strength to the 
aggregate power of tne mighty Klan. 

Yours not to choose the hour or place to 
serve ; yours to be ready whenever duty calls I 
Too long men have debated the means of 
service while duty waited and justice lan- 
guished. You will place your right hand up- 
on the Holy Bible, Constitution and Flag, or 
upon the shoulder of the Klansman beside you : 

"You will say: fc I— each pronounce your 
name in full and repeat after me — 
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do most LEmnlv ^° rreSt here assembled, 
that I wi lfbS n i y u< f^ ""conditionally vow 
Stat7>« «f • c ? lle S»ance to the United 

wm^ver permit u 5? ° f "V «"°J °"° 
defend wJth" y a; " '?« caU , of "y country, 

miuStaSrS my g Sunrv ent f? the usai 

mission to any reli<rion«"i. y ' . res,st Its sub " 
or military usurMUon^ff"'"? ° r to civil 

reserved to them by the Const ution Pe ° pTc 
tributed; wm protefi ? mT Ml fa ' r ' y - diS - 

during valuP 1 beliey e to be of en- 

t ? rn^oXnpriv^nS^or SS~5 reS,lrd 
°f any party. incer ests, or to the interests 

candSteToV ^e^nS f UPP ° rt t0 *" y 
that he is cnmnl; le f? 1 am convinced 

Of that : offic?2S otho fr * he duties 
dplet, and f.irV k»l y . al i Ame "can prin- 
' na further, unless I believe he will 
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faithfully perform all the duties both of 
office and citizenship; and I will never allow 
the aspiration of men for office to separate 
me from my fellow Klansmen. 

I further swear that I will constantly en- 
deavor to induce men to become more self- 
reliant and responsive to all their duties; 
will help to protect them against themselves 
and will not desist though all my efforts seem 
to be useless and their weaknesses incurable; 
I will oppose the crafty, the unfit, the in- 
competent and all who seek power by un- 
worthy means. 

I will be just and impartial in private judg- 
ment, even when deciding between myself 
and another; I will carefully respect all rights 
of others; and will avoid haughtiness and 
insolence. 

I will not slander, malign, nor seek revenge, 
nor will I flee from any danger when duty 
calls. 

1 will endeavor to live honestly and soberly, 
to act firmly and frankly, without envy or 
covetousness. 

I will hold in reverence and do honor to the 
immortal leaders of faith and freedom and 
their fidelity shall teach me to die rather 
than be dishonored. 

I will be faithful unto death to every trust 
confided to me, to every obligation imposed, 
to every duty required to be performed by 
me to God, to country, Klan, family and 
friend. 

I further pledge and vow that I will bear 
true allegiance to the Emperor and Imperial 
Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, I will pay obedi- 
ence to the Constitution, laws and edicts of 
the Order and will obey and abide by the 
by-laws, rules and regulations of the Klan 
to which I belong. 

I will always strenuously uphold the su- 
premacy of the white race and will oppose 
alienism in its every form. 1 will support 
the principles of our Order and will contribute 
by every means in my power to the propaga- 
tion and diffusion of its liberal and enlight- 
ened ideals. 
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I will not permit the power of the Order to 
be perverted to evil uses or mode the instru- 
ment of private ambition or private greed 

I will assist to the limit of my ability all 
the Orders recognized by and allied with the 
Klan but I will forever oppose and fight any 
klandestine order of Klansmen, and will re- 
fuse to have any dealings with their members 
either as Klansmen or as men. 
I will never recognize as a Klansman any 

mar L i is not in duc ond Iawf ul obedience 
to the Imperial authority, and a member in 
good standing of a Klan. 

I will maintain peace and harmony in every 
Klavern in which I may sit and try to raise 
the quality of its membership; I will be faith- 
ful to the lawful commands of its officers and 
protect its property and interests. 

I will punctually and diligently perform my 
duties as a Knight of the Great Forest, and 
will not neglect by non-attendance the meet- 
ings of my Klan, but will have always at heart 
the prosperity of the Klan to which I belong 
and the advancement of the Order. 

I will not withhold my contribution at each 
meeting for the relief of the poor. 

I will hold the Klan to be above all con- 
troversies, and will not countenance persecu- 
tion or the reviling of others on account of 
their political, philosophic, or religious opin- 
ions; remaining firm, however, in my efforts 
to eradicate error. 

v 1 Sl U l ?£° r to extend the Knights of the 
Ku KIux Klan and to diffuse its doctrine and 
principles among men, and will countenance 
no changes in its usages and traditions from 
the way laid down by its Imperial authorities. 

l will read and study all the books, pamph- 
lets philosophies, and matters put out to be 

Ik v • £ he E / . m P eror or Imperial Wizard of 
the Knights of the Ku Klux Kan. 

1 will not govern any Klonklave of a Klan 
over which I may be called to preside in a 
naughty or arbitrary manner, but with gener- 
osity, urbanity and courtesy. I will use my 
oest endeavors to preserve peace and harmonv 
among the Knights of the Great Forest and 
ail Klansmen everywhere. 
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I will never aid or assist nnyone whoever he 
may be against the Ku Klux Klan, but will 
defend with all my strength its rights to free 
conscience and free government, to peaceable 
assembly and to the celebration of its rites. 

1 will, when occasion of importance presents 
itself, and so often ;is 1 may be lawfully com- 
manded, serve the Ku Klux Klan against all 
impost ers, all religious tyranny or despotism, 
and all illegal civil or military aggression. 

I further pledge true faith that I will assist, 

Protect and defend every Knight of the Great 
orest by all lawful means consistent with the 
character of a true Knight; 1 will relieve his 
distress and minister to his necessities; assist 
his widows and orphans, and advance his 
interests so far as 1 can without injury to those 
who have a prior claim upon me. 

I will strive to secure for my brother Knights, 
according to their capacity and merit, the 
share to which they are legitimately entitled 
of the sovereignty of the American people. I 
will always give to a Klansman a brother's 
treatment, except when it shall be treason to 
my country. 

I will never insult, deride, nor intentionally 
wrong a Knight of the Great Forest, nor 
strike or harm him except in self-defense, nor 
will 1 injure him in property or reputation. 

I will not take nor accept usury of a brother 
Knight. 

I will be tolerant and of charitable opinion 
towards Knights of the Great Forest of all 
political parties. 

I will, even at the peril of my life, help every 
true Knight if he be persecuted for political 
ends or because he is a Knight of the Great 
Forest. 

I swear that I will not censure nor complain 
of the Emperor, the Imperial Wizard, the Im- 
perial Kloncilium, an Imperial Klonvokation, 
nor of a Grand Dragon, an Imperial Repre- 
sentative, a Klorero under whose jurisdiction 
I may be. nor of an official of the Order, nor 
of any member of the Klan in the hearing of 
an alien, or in writing or printing to be read, 
or that might be read, by aliens; but always, 



if I have complaint to make or censure to 
pronounce, I will make or pronounce it in 
the ptoper forum of the Order. 

I further promise and swear that never 
from this day until death, will I reveal any of 
the secrets of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, or the name of any member thereof, 
to any person in the world, except it be a 
person who has been duly authorized to re- 
ceive such information or to a legally con- 
stituted officer of the law engaged in the 
necessary and proper performance of his legal 
duties. 

You will now, each of you, kneel upon your 
left knee and place your right hand upon the 
Bible, the Constitution and the Flag, or upon 
the shoulder of the Klansman nearest you. 

(The Kladd, Nigh-Hawk and Kaptain will assist in 
seetni that this is dene in an orderly manner. After it is 
completed the E. C. will proceed). 

The E. C. "You will say after me: To all 
of which I have sworn, be Thou my witness, 
Almighty Godl Do Thou aid me in the full 
observance and performance of this mv 
solemn Oath of Knighthood! 

4 'You will now arise and face the East." *| 
(The Kaptain then escorts the E. C. to his station and re- * 
turns to his own station. The lights are fully turned on, and 
the Kaptatn, with two guards, taken from the Western wall 
moves the sacred altar to the middle of the room with the Fiery 
Kross and U. S. fag on standard placed in their proper po- 
sitions). . r r r 

The E C "Excellent Klaliff, procure the 
Sword of Honor." 

(The Klaliff, escorted by the Kaptain, tahts the Sword and 
presents tt to the E. C, who returns it to his scabbard or places 
tt upon his station). 

, The E- C. "Excellent Kladd, you will escort 
the Klansmen aspirant to the East. Ex- 
cellent Kaptain, you will provide a guard 
of honor." 

(The Kaptain marches the entire guard to the station of the 
E. C. and forms it in two lines, facing each other). 

The E. C. 4 *The Order of Knighthood comes 
to us from immortal ages, and is a holy thing. 
It lays upon its members such duties, re- 
sponsibilities and sacrifices as set them apart 
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from common men. Knights are not free 
to do any evil. Of the Knights of the Great 
Forest is true the saying of Christ * *Hc who is 
greatest among you let him be the servant of 
all." And so, he who will be great among 
us must serve more than others. 

I am about to give you the accolade 
which will raise you to the Order of Knight- 
hood. You are here dedicated and devoted 
to the high purposes and the great ideals 
of this illustrious Order. As did King Arthur 
when he sent Sir Galahad out to search for 
the Holy Grail, so do I now consecrate you to 
the cali of country, to the cause of Prot- 
estantism, and to the high purposes of the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

The E. C. "Excellent Kaptain, you will 
escort each Klansman aspirant in his turn 
through the lines.' 1 

(The Kaptain, with bis sword at carry, brings tbt men 
singly through the lines. The guards come to salute as each 
aspirant comes before the E. C. then return to the carry. The 
Kaptain, with each man, salutes the E. C. and causes tin as- 
pirant to kneel upon his left knee.) 

The Kaptain. "Exalted Sir, I here present 
(naming him) 

(Kaptain retires to escort next aspirant.) The E. C. steps 
down immediately before the aspirant, and with the sword 
strike ( him upon the left shoulder. He says): 

The E. C. "I hereby dub you Knight. Arise, 
Sir M 

(He nanus the new Knight by his Chistian name, and takes 
him by the left hand) 

"For the Knights of the Great Forest I 
heartily welcome you to our ranks. You will 
stand to my right." 

(At the close, E. C. says): 

The E. C. "Kaptain, you will now dismiss 
the guard." 

Kaptain. "Guards, carry swords, return 
swords. Fall out." 

(The guards find seats). 

The E. <J. "Excellent Kligrapp, you will 
now communicate to each new companion 
the kwalifying key." 

(The KJaJd faces the new members toward the Kligrapp). 

The Kligrapp. "In this degree in which all 
Klans must now conduct all affairs, you will 
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If when you desire to enter the klavern fir* 

pr, approach the Klexter and sntisfffSm tha 

, 1 , you are kwagfied You * ill then he Xtted 

I will approach the altar, salute the E. C*Sfi 

m w?n r « a T e and up ? n his burning the salute! 
th will find your place. The kwulifving key 

K ' ^uV i>~ ' * LV " m You w 111 he ^ated with 
l( the Knights." 

P z £*, ^T^fift mU ht (b *«t><d ** ******** ##W> 
v by the Imperial Wizard). 

I zs T - h i K a " E *«"«it Klokard, the new 
Knights are now seated in our Sacred Klavern. 
rhey desire to know many thing*, so that 

f ., y "l? y d,sch 'W their duties worthily and 
well. You will instruct them.** 

The Klokard. "New Knights, I esteem it a 
high privilege tonight to he permitted to in- 
struct you in the higher mysteries of Klan- 
kraft. I he ennobling of mankind, the re- 
storation of Heaven upon earth, must and 
can come only through the work of men. Wc 
knights of the Ku Klux Klan have under- 
taken to share in that work, the most noble 
duty which can engage mortal man. Your 
accolade tonight as Knights of the Great 
frorest, is recognition of your fidelity; it also 
means for each of you greater duties, fuller 
light, and higher responsibilities. 

This struggle for human advancement, is 
as old as mankind; for man, from the earliest 
days has striven to free himself; always has 
sought to win freedom; freedom of body, 
mind, and soul; freedom to think and to act, 
freedom to be a man. 

His first struggle was to win freedom from 
the priestcraft which sought to enslave men 
in fetters of bigotry, ignorance, and super- 
stition. We today can scarcely realise the 
hideous bondage in which the priests of old 
held their trembling subjects, for even the 
Church of Rome would not dare in this mod- 
ern day to resort to such superstitions as were 
once common in that Church. This struggle 
has been long and bitter, and even yet has 
been won only in part. Some white men, 
but no others, have won their freedom. 
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Christ came to free men from the power of 
priestcraft, but the Roman Church managed 
to pervert and adulterate His teachings by 
poisoning them with remnants of heathen 
superstitions, thereby building up a new 
priestcraft which held man again in bondage 
for another thousand years. Then the spirit 
of liberty broke the prison bars of superstition, 
and Protestantism came, real spiritual liberty 
to the men of the northern races who alone 
were able to throw off the fetters of Rome. 

These Northern, white races, having won 
spiritual freedom, next demanded political 
freedom, freedom from the tyranny of kings. 
For long ages, this battle has waxed and waned, 
and in the end only these Nordic races have 
proven themselves capable of knowing true 
freedom and exercising self-government. 

While this mighty struggle was going on, 
God in His Providence provided a new home 



and shortly the best of these free races, fused 
In blood and purpose, created the American 
race. They established here for the first time 
a government of the people, for the people, 
by the people, free from the control of priest 
or tyrant, and thus brought nearest to fruition 
those great purposes which from the beginning 
have loomed largest in the souls of men. They 
here laid down in their political forms, social 
customs, and in religious independence, the 
basis for the higher ideals and principles 
which constitute Americanism; the Amer- 
icanism which today most nearly fulfills God's 
high purposes for man. 

Thus, it has come about, in God's Provi- 
dence, that the duty and the responsibility 
for carrying on this work, for fulfilling destiny, 
for leading progress, for achieving liberty, 
depend upon the loyalty, purity , devotion, 
and the sacrifice of white, Protestant Amer- 
icans. This is the high calling to which you 
have dedicated yourselves tonight. 

I would have you realize tonight the tre- 
mendous responsibility which rests upon you, 
and the need for all the devotion and sacrifice 



for freedom. 
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I you have promised, if we are to attain our lofty 
J goal. 

There have been two great forces working 
through the ages for the fulfillment of the 
destiny of man. One has been a feilowshli 
of those who openly wore the cross, ami dedi- 
cated themselves to its service. They were in 
all ages crusaders fighting militantJy for the 
the right, unselfish, sacrificing, often dying, 
that its cause might be advanced. 

But— and here we approach the deeper 
mystery into which you are now beginning to 
penetrate there has been a stronger force 
working for righteousness. It has been a 
secret force, but always, everywhere, it has 
advanced the cause of liberty. This is the 
force of fraternalism; of a carefully chosen 
body bound under sacred oaths of secrecy, 
working unitedly for the greatest of human 
ends. This has been the power which has 
carried the torch light of progress, and which 
has been most potent in achieving human 
liberty. 

This secret, fraternal power has taken on 
many forms. Some have been contemplative 
and philsophical, intent upon preserving the 
truth, and passing it unnervcrted from gener- 
ation to generation. Others have been opera- 
tive, intent on carrying into execution the truth 
shown by the great light. So there have been 
among men three forces working for human 
progress; the open crusaders, the secret con- 
templative orders and the secret operative 
orders. 

In the Ku Klux Klan, for the first time in 
history, all three of these forces are united 
in a single organization to work for human 
welfare. 

We are crusaders in that we bear the cross; 
and many Klansmen have died in open support 
of it. We are contemplative: we ever seek the 
truth. But also we are operative and mili- 
tant, because we work with heart and soul, 
with mind and body, to put into daily effect 
the great truths we find. 

You have been told tonight that the spirits 
of the mighty dead are with us. Perhaps 
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some of you thought this was merely u stage 
setting. This is not so. The spirits of the 
dead live, as the Sacred Word has revealed. 
Then in sober fact the souls of those who 
have died for liberty watch over the Klan 
today. We carry on the purposes for which 
they died ; we bear the torch of progress which 
they flung forward to us from their dying 
fingers. 

There is every reason for the spirits of our 
mighty dead to watch and aid the Ku Klux 
Klan, for we alone can fulfill the purposes for 
which they died. On us they depend for the 
achievement of all those noble purposes for 
which they gave the last full measure of de- 
votion. We are trustees for those who have 
served and sacrificed life itself for these high 
principles. It is ours to make certain that 
these valorous dead shall not have died in 
vain. 

Rest assured that as we fall, others will 
take our places. The Ku Klux Klan will be 
triumphant. Let us pray." 

The Kludd. * 'Our Heavenly Father, we adore 
Thee; we bless Thee; we magnify Thy Holy 
Name. We thank Thee for the exalted privi- 
leges that are ours, we thank Thee for the 
noble history that comes down to us through 
the ages giving us inspiration and for the great 
and the mighty heroes whose lives and service 
illumine the pages of that history. We thank 
Thee for this body of men who have here been 
consecrated to the great cause of Knighthood, 
and we pray Thee to dedicate them 
to the lofty principles of native, white, 
Protestant, Americanism. We thank Thee 
for this added strength to the great 
army of militant Knights working for the 
fulfillment of Thy high purposes. Preserve 
us all in the bonds of unity for this con- 
secrated service. May the principles of 
our great country be forever triumphant. 
Let us not falter in our loyalty to our flag and 
to the institutions of our beloved America. 
May no dissentions ever be found within our 
ranks. If we shall make mistakes, we pray 
that Thou wilt forgive us. Bless our land and 
nation. 
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Bless the President of thc Vnited States 
and his advisors, and may they, in all 
they do, seek to preserve the high* ideals of 
the American people. Mess the Imperial 
Wizard and all in authority with him in the 
government of this great organization. May 
we ail be loyal to God, to our country, and to 
our Klan, and may the benediction of God 
the Father Almighty, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit be with us all forever. Amen.** 

is 1 ?f. K ' C * Jt has t>een tnc custom of 
Knights from time immemorial to aid the 
worthy poor The Kindly Kontribution box 
is with the Klexter at thc inner door; every 
cent placed within it will be given to worthy 
poor regardless of race or creed. Always re- 
member that you should not leave the room 
without adding to its contents so much as 
you may feel able." 

(He givts cue rap with the £avef). 

"Good night, Sir Knights.' 1 

All say: "Good night, Exalted Sir." 

(All salute the E. C; be returns the salute and members 
pit out at will). 
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KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 
TITLES AND INSTRUCTIONS 

t Knights of the Great Forest) 

THE IMPERIAL WIZARD— Shall be addressed 
as "Your Lordship." 

GENII — Shall be addressed as "Your Excellency." 

A GRAND DRAGON— Shall be addressed as 
"Esteemed Sir.*' 

TITANS, HYDRAS and FURIES -Shall be ad- 
dressed as "Honored Sirs." 

THE EXALTED CYCLOPS-Shall be addressed 
as "Exalted Sir." 

ALL OTHER OFFICERS-Shall be addressed 
as "Excellent Sirs." 

MEMBERS — Shall be addressed as "Sir Knights." 
GIANTS — Shall be addressed in the form used to 
them during their term of office. 

KW ADR ATE — The entire portion of the room 
lying between the Western wall and the Chief 
Officers in the East. 

THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE— The Order as a 
whole. 

A REALM — A sub-division of the Invisible Em- 
pire — a state or territory of the United States. 

A PROVINCE — A sub-division of a Realm— a 
county or a number of counties of a State or 
Territory. 

A KLANTON— The jurisdiction of a Klan. 

THE IMPERIAL KLONVOKATION— The Con- 
vention of the Invisible Empire and supreme 
legislative body of the Order. 

r A K LOR K RO — The convention of a Realm 

A KLON VERSE — The assembly of a Province, 

A KOXKLAVE — The gathering in secret session 
k., of a Klan. 

THE GOVERNMENT of the Invisible Empire 
is vested with the Imperial Wizard, the Emperor, 
assisted by his fifteen Genii— the Imperial Of- 
ficers constituting his official family; the govern- 
ment of a Realm is vested with a Grand Dragon, 
assisted by his nine Hydras— the Grand Officers; 
the government of a Province is vested with a 
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Great Titan, assisted by his twelve Furies — the 

Great Officers, and a Elan is governed by an 

Exalted Cyclops, assisted by his twelve Terrors 

— the elective officers of a Klan. 
THE KLORAN (The Book of the Klan)— Ritual 

and Lectures. 
KLAVERN- The meeting place of a Klan. 
KLAN — The unit of the Order. 
KLANSMAN — A member of the Klan; the title 

of the first Order, or K-Uno. 
KNIGHT K A M A ELI A — A member of the Second 

Degree of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan or 

K-Duo. 

KNIGHT OF THE GREAT FOREST — A kwaii- 
hed member of the K-Trio or Third Degree 

KLAN KOURIER— The title of the Official Organ 

KLAVALIER— A soldier of the Klan (Military 
Department). 

KOHORT — An organized body of Klavaliers. 

^LAVALKADE — A I >ara de or other public ex- 
hibition of Klansmen. 

ANNO KLAN— In the year of the Klan; written 
thus: AK. 

ANNO DOMINI— In the year of our Lord; written 
thus: AD. 

IMPERIAL KLONCILIUM-The Supreme Ex- 
Office^ CommiUee '* composed of all the Imperial 

IMplll^ S^flfeA Supreme Delegate, 
Onfer WIZARD-Executive head of the 

EMPEROR— Kloranic head of the Order 

GREAT^^ N ^% C f hief » Realm. 

F\ U TFirAvr^^ ^ 0ffi{ or * a Evince. 
EXALTED Q\ CLOPS — The Chief Officer of a 
Klan. 

GIANT— A Klan Giant is a Past Exalted Cyclops: 
a Great Giant is a Past Great Titan; a Grand 
Giant is a Past Grand Dragon; an Imperial 

VT fe w a Past Imperial Wizard. 

Al lu H 1 - ! I A WK — He entertains waiting aliens 
just prior to their naturalization. 
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